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Announcements 


GREATER LONDON DIVISION 


N Wednesday, 22nd March, the Division will hold a joint meeting 
with the London and Home Counties Branch of the Library 


Association at the Royal Empire Society, Northumberland 
Avenue, W.C.2, at 6.30 p.m. An opportunity to inspect the new library 
will be afforded, and a description will be given by the Librarian, Mr. Evans 
Lewin. Afterwards, papers will be read by Mr. C. Jackson (Shoreditch) 
and Mr. Duncan Gray (Nottingham) on “ Experiences in contrasting 
library areas.” 

On Wednesday, 12th April, a further joint meeting will be held at the 
new Gantshill Branch Library, Ilford, at 6.30 p.m. The meeting will be 
preceded by an afternoon visit to the photographic works of Ilford Ltd. a 
Brentwood, after which tea will be provided. A coach will take the party 


from Ilford Station to Brentwood and back, and in order to make the 


necessary arrangements, members are asked to send their names as soon 3 
possible to the Hon. Secretary, Central Library, Mare Street, E.8. Times 
will be announced later. 


“sue” 
EDITORIAL AND OTHER INFORMATION 


The names of the Officers of the Section, with their addresses, will be ) 


found on the outside back cover. Correspondents will save themselves 
and the officials much time and trouble if they will note and act on 
this information. 

This journal is published on the 1st, approximately, of each month, 
except August. Contributions are invited, and will receive careful con- 
sideration, but in no circumstances can payment be made ; nor can the Hon. 
Editor accept responsibility for the care of MSS. submitted, though every 
endeavour will be made to return material which cannot be used. Letters, 
notices, etc., for insertion in any particular issue must be received by the 8th 
of the preceding month. All copy should be typed, so far as possible, and 
in any case only one side of the paper should be used. 

~ahie~ 

The Inaugural Meeting of the 44th Session held at Chaucer House on 
18th January attracted between sixty and seventy members. Mr. S. 
Hollingworth’s address, entitled “‘ News from outside,” will be reprinted 
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shortly. Although the attendance might well have been larger, those 
who were privileged to hear Mr. Hollingworth were left in no doubt of the 
sincerity of his views and his address provoked a stimulating discussion to 
which many members contributed. 

Prior to the address, the President handed to Mr. James Revie a cheque 
on behalf of those members who had contributed to the Testimonial Fund, 
the total of which amounted to £28 os. 6d. The President paid a warm 
tribute to Mr. Revie’s long and enthusiastic service on behalf of the A.A.L., 
often in the face of indifferent health, and this was heartily acclaimed by all 
present. Mr. Revie, replying with characteristic modesty, expressed his 
appreciation of the gift; he spoke of the relief and reluctance with which 
he laid down his office, and acknowledged generously the co-operation and 
assistance he had received from Council and members alike. 

“tae” 


“RECOMMENDED BOOKS” 


The offer of individual subscriptions to Recommended books is still 
open, at the charge of 2s. per annum post free. Subscriptions should 
be sent to Mr. J. T. Gillet, Central Library, Leeds, 1. 

ase” 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


The Correspondence Courses comprise ten lessons, consisting of a pre- 
scribed selection of technical reading, hints and advice on study and practical 
work, and questions or subjects for essays upon which the Tutor will write 
comments or corrections. 

Courses, in all sections, are arranged each season to run from April to 
» May of the following year, and from November to December of the follow- 
ing year. The subjects treated, and the respective fees for each section, 
are as set out below : 

Elementary Section—The course covers the whole of the Library 
Association requirements for this section. Fee, £1 135. 

Intermediate Section.—Part 1, Library Classification ; Part 2, Library 
) Cataloguing. Total inclusive fee, £2 5s. Either section may, however, 
‘be taken separately for a fee of £1 6s. 6d. 
| Final Section —Part 1, English Literary History. Fee, £1 13s. Part 2, 

Bibliography and Book Selection and Historical Bibliography. Fee, 
£2 3s. 6d. Part 3, Advanced Library Administration, including either of 
the specialized alternatives. Fee, £2 3s. 6d. 
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Non-members of the Library Association are charged double fees. 

Students residing in the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland receive 
a supply of exercise books and postage wrappers. Overseas students are 
required to supply their own stationery. 

Applications.—Students wishing to enter for any course must obtain an 
application form and send it, together with the necessary fee, to Mr. S. W, 
Martin, Carnegie Library, Herne Hill Road, London, S.E.24. Applications 
must reach the above before 20th March and 20th October for the April 
and November courses respectively. After these dates no applications will 
be considered. 

Before entering for a course, students are advised to make themselves FF 
familiar with the regulations governing the examinations, as printed in the 
Library Association year-book, as it is neither possible to postpone a course 
nor to have the fee returned in respect of any application made in error. 

Note.—Students will not receive any part of a course until at least ten 
days after the closing date for applications. 








~aase” 
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The Classified Catalogue and its Indexes 


libraries as the dictionary variety, less has been written about its) 


ompilation or the nature of its indexes. Certainly, examination 
candidates often seem confused between catalogue and index entry, and 
fail to realize the true function of the indexes. 

First, it must be realized that the classified catalogue only consists of 
subject and form entries. The actual names of subjects, etc., are not used 
for headings, but the symbols assigned to such subjects and forms in 
whatever classification scheme happens to be used. Books with identical 
class numbers may be subdivided in a variety of ways, the most common 
method being according to names of authors. This is very different from 
the dictionary catalogue, where arrangement is purely alphabetical, and 
entries are of various kinds, such as author, title, series, as well as subject 
and form. 

Compare the number of cards made in the two types of catalogue for 
‘a book whose title-page runs, “The art of lithography: a complet 
practical manual of planographic printing, by Henry J. Rhodes.” The 
dictionary requires a main author entry under Ruopes, Henry J.; a 
added entry under the name of the subject, LrrHoGrapny ; and a see ali 
reference from Encravinc. The classified catalogue has only one card, 
a subject entry under the symbols representing lithography. If the Dewey 
Decimal scheme is used, the heading will be 763 ; if the Library of Congress 
NE 2425 ; if Brown’s Subject, A 730. This class number is usually placed 
at the top left-hand corner where it is most convenient for filing. 


Example : 
763 Ruopes, Henry J. 
The Art of lithography : a complete practical manual of plano- 
graphic printing, by Henry J. Rhodes. Second revised and 
enlarged edition. London, Scott, Greenwood and Son, 1924. 
X, 328 pp. Front. (port.) illus. pls. diagrs. 22 cm. 


If a book can be classified in more than one place, added entries are 
made under the alternative class numbers. Such entries must also contain 
the class number where the book is shelved, i.e. the one used as heading 
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for the main entry. In an added entry this “ main” number is placed 
below the collation and is often written in red ink to distinguish it further 
from the rest of the entry. 


Example of main entry : 
025 Brown, James Duff. 
.4 Library classification and cataloguing, by James Duff Brown. 
London, Grafton and Co., 1916. 
xii, 261 pp. _ Illus. tabs. diagrs. 22 cm. 


Example of added entry : 
025 Brown, James Duff. 
.3 Library classification and cataloguing, by James Duff Brown. 
London, Grafton and Co., 1916. 
xii, 261 pp. _ Illus. tabs. diagrs. 22 cm. 


025.4 


The classified catalogue will also contain analytical entries, but for 
subject and form only. Such an analytic is classified under its specific 
| subject or form, and the entry must include a reference to the work in 
| which the part appears, as well as the class number where the book is 
shelved. 


|) Examples : 
146 Huxtey, Thomas Henry. 
The Scientific aspects of positivism. (In his Lay sermons, 
addresses, and reviews, 1870, pp. 162-191. 504) 
822 Date, Harrison. 
.46 The Comedies of William Congreve. (In the Fortnightly review, 
new series, No. 745. 1929. pp. 55-64. 0§2) 


An alphabetical index of specific subjects and forms, with their corre- 


, }) sponding class numbers is an essential part of a classified catalogue. Par- 


© ticularly with cards, readers will have difficulty in locating subjects, etc. 
) Some libraries rely on the printed index to the classification scheme and 
') place copies of these on top of the card cabinet, but an individual one in 
flexible form (e.g. on cards) is far more satisfactory. The index of a 
published scheme will probably contain subjects not represented by books 
) ina particular library and, as analytics cannot be made for articles in encyclo- 
pedias, etc., such subjects will not appear in the catalogue. There may be 
* 
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occasions, too, when a printed index is not sufficiently detailed or up to 
date. None of the three chief schemes has an index really suitable for 
public use. Dewey’s is complicated by the phonetic spelling, that of 
Congress scattered in numerous volumes, and Brown’s is too brief. Every 
library requires its own index suited to its individual stock. Entries need 
not be made for actual works, only for the names of the subjects and forms, 
so that one entry suffices for all books bearing the same class number. For 
example, “ The Art of lithography ” only requires a single card. 


LITHOGRAPHY : ‘ . : - 


Brown’s “ Library classification and cataloguing” has more than one 
index card. It has a main entry in the catalogue (and is shelved) at 025.4, 
and an added entry at 025.3. Both must be indexed. 


Card 1. CATALOGUING . ‘ , ; « ©25.3 
Card 2. C.assiFIcaTION of books in libraries . « O26.4 


Dewey gives twenty-four divisions in his relative index under the heading 
Classification, so the term here needs narrowing down, and even distinguish- 
ing from “ Classification of books in museums” at 069.5854. 

In a dictionary catalogue, references are made freely from synonymous 
terms and inverted phrases, but these are seldom worth making in an index 
that does not record actual book titles. Why send a reader from “ Classif- 
cation of books in libraries ” to “ Library classification,” when he will only 
obtain the information that the class number is 025. 4, and still has to tum 


to the catalogue? Such references would be merely irritating. Neither |) 


do they save the cataloguer’s time. It is quicker and more satisfactory to 
make three entries in the index, giving the class number each time. 





Card 1. Book classification in libraries . , . 025.4 | 
Card 2. CLassiFIcaTIon of books in libraries . » 025.4 | 
Card 3. Lisrary classification ., ‘ ; . 025.4 | 


References may be made when a repetition of several sub-headings is saved.| 
Under “ Quakers ” Dewey has 


QuakeRs—lives . ° ‘ . + 922.86 
—persecutions . ° ° + 272.8 
—sects . . . : + 289.6 


In such a case, it is not worth while to repeat these three entries unde 
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“Friends, Society of” and “Society of friends,” and references are 
preferable. 

Frienps, Society of, see QUAKERS 

Society of friends, see QUAKERS 


Ina printed catalogue references may be used more freely than in a card or 
sheaf. 

Unless a library has a full author and title catalogue as well as a classified 
catalogue, an author and title index will be needed. Sometimes this is 
» combined with the subject and form index in a single file, but usually it is 

kept separate. 
The briefest form gives names of authors and the class numbers of their 
| works, without mentioning individual titles. This may involve references 
to different parts of the catalogue when a reader wants a certain work by an 
author who has written on many subjects, e.g. Ruskin. Few readers know 
the main classes, divisions, etc., of a classification scheme well enough to 
guess the subjects represented and usually have to try each place in the 
catalogue in turn. Thus it is necessary to give brief title as well as name 


"}} of author and class mark, but no further particulars need be added. 


) Example : 
Brown, James Duff. 
Manual of library economy. 020.2 


) This index entry will suffice for all copies of the work, whatever the date 
| and edition. For further details, the catalogue must be consulted. An 
author index merely tells the reader who wants a particular work where 
) entries for it can be found in the catalogue, and, incidentally, where all 
» copies will appear on the shelves. 

Entries for editors, translators, joint authors, titles, etc., are equally brief. 


Examples : 
MatrHews, John, ed. 

The Preparation and mounting of microscopic objects, by Thomas 
Davigs. 579-5 
MULLINGER, J Bass, joint author. 

Introduction to the study of English history, by Samuel R. GARDINER 
and J. Bass Mullinger. 942 
Tue Sirver Tassig, by Sean O’Caszy. 822.91 
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If the surname of the author, or first author, is put in block capitals, this 
guides the reader in the alphabetical sub-arrangement under class number 
in the catalogue. 

References are made, as directed in the A.A. code, from unused forms 
of names, etc. 
Examples : Harton, Hon. Harold Finch- 

see 
Fincu-Hatton, Hon. Harold. 
ELLANGOWAN, pseud. 

see 
BERTRAM, James Glass. 


A type of entry that requires different treatment is the one for series, 
In most cases, the different volumes will be scattered in the classified cata- 
logue, so the individual class marks must be given on the series index card, 
or cards. 





Example : 
The Loss classical library ; edited by T. E. Page, E. Capps, W. H. D. 
Rouse. 
v. 38 Suetonius. Lives z ‘ , 2 . 878.7 
v.39 Cesar. Civilwars . . , ‘ . 878.1 
v. 40 Cicero. De finibus . ‘ ; ‘ . 875.4 
v. 41 Ovid. Heroides and Amores . , ; . 871.2 
References are required from the names of the editors. 
Example : 
Pace, T E , ed. 
see 
Logs classical library. 


The only type of index entry that is accorded the full treatment it | 
receives in an author or dictionary catalogue, is the author and title analytic. | 
Subject analytics, as has been explained, appear under their appropriate | 
subject numbers in the classified catalogue, and the same applies to form 
analytics, but author and title ones can only be shown in the index. To be 
of any value, an analytical entry must contain a detailed reference to the 
work in which it appears. As the analytic might not appear in an earlier 
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edition or work of earlier date, or the pagination might be different, such 
particulars are included in the index entry. Finally, the class number of 
the full work must be added. 


Example of author analytic : 


Date, Harrison. 
The Comedies of William Congreve. 822.46 
(In the ForTNIGHTLY Review, new series, No. 745. 1929. pp. 55-64. 
052) 


| Example of title analytic : 


New Atlantis, by Francis Bacon. 321.07 
(In IpzEAL CoMMONWEALTHS. 1885. pp. 71-213. 321.07) 


Great care is needed to keep the classified catalogue and its indexes an 
accurate record of the library’s stock. ‘‘ Tracings” of class numbers for 
added entries and subject analytics, and the headings for the index entries, 
should be recorded on the back of each main entry card, as is the practice in 
dictionary cataloguing. When a book is withdrawn, all added and analy- 


| tical cards must be removed from the catalogue, but author and title index 
» cards are only taken out if there are no more copies of the book in the 


library. Subject index cards should only be destroyed when a particular 
subject ceases to be represented, which seldom happens. 
ae” 


R. L. W. COLLISON 


is one of the most interesting. Edited by Robert Harling (author 


f (): the innumerable magazines concerned with printing, Typography 


of the recent Victorian vignette), it is published by James Shand 


at the Shenval Press each quarter at two shillings per copy. In spite of the 
frail nature of the binding, Typography is well worth its cost, and the lavish 


’ use of colour reproduction and different types of paper lend it that additional 


) attraction which is characteristic of such productions as Mise en page. 
, |) Six numbers have appeared to date, of which Nos. 1, 2, and 5 are already out 
, [of print. In addition to lengthy book reviews the regular features include 
a review of newly appeared types, which is an education in itself, for each 
) fount is criticized in detail. Recent articles have treated of book jackets, 


illustration, ecclesiastic typography (brilliantly written by John Betjeman), 
the poster work of Ashley Havinden (whose Ashley script is everywhere in 
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use), and type mixture. In the latter article, Jan Tschichold discusses the 
artistic use of different types on the same page, and his illustrations show 
very successful mixtures of founts as far apart as Copperplate script, Basker. 
ville, and Egyptian in reverse. 

One of the most interesting typographical events of the month has been 
the publication of Leaves out of books. ‘The Monotype Corporation had the 
brilliant idea of cutting leaves “‘ from eighty typical current books . . . 
examples of twenty classic Monotype faces at work.” Each copy contains 
different leaves from the same books: only one hundred copies were pro- 
duced, of which fifty are for sale at 8s. 6d. each. The examples are all taken 
from reasonably priced books (many costing less than 7s. 6d.) and each type 


is illustrated in several sizes and on different kinds of paper, the whole | 


forming a delightful introduction to the choice of suitable types and papers. 
Further and more comprehensive albums are now being planned and the 


Monotype Corporation is to be congratulated on its unconventional guide | 


to typography. ; 

The most attractive list of the month is “ What's to follow ? ”—a list of 
books on cookery from Oxford. It is difficult to decide whether it is the 
introduction by Mrs. C. F. Leyel, the charming quotations, the exciting 
recipes, the excellent book selection, or the neat and distinguished production 
by the Alden Press which is responsible for a list which is very much out 
of the ordinary, and no doubt the combination of all these ingredients 
earned for it the laudatory paragraph in the 7.Z.S. 

Bethnal Green has issued two lists: one on “ Modern poetry” and the 
other on “ Fifty children’s books of 1938.” The children’s list is in Gill Sans, 
printed green on a cream background, but the annotations are unequal and 
appear to be uncertain of their appeal. Lovely and of Good Report is an 
unusual introduction to modern poetry in the form of a dialogue between 
Reader and Librarian (printed throughout in Gill Sans italic), and this 
refreshing list is marred only by the awkward way in which it is printed, 
since the reader must turn it in all directions in order to read all the text. 
The selection of modern poets is hardly revolutionary, Auden and Spender 
being the most advanced, and Graves, Sassoon, and Andrew Young typical 
of the remainder. 

It is rare that donations of the size and quality of Dr. F. M. Harrison’s 
are made to public libraries. Bedford, in acquiring this magnificent collec- 
tion relating to John Bunyan, has issued a catalogue of the contents and the 
four illustrations of rare Bunyan first editions show that Bedford will now 
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have to cope with research workers and tourists as well as with its own 
borrowers. Three special lists come from the same library —Leyton—and 
have been effectively printed at the Curwen Press. They are the first 
three of a series of “‘ Service hints,” and their character may be judged from 
theirtitles: “ Why pay fines?” ; “‘ Getting the book you want,” and “‘ By way 
of introduction.” The wording is unconventional and readable, and those 
librarians who are considering new editions of Handbooks might care to 
examine Leyton’s technique of addressing the borrower. 

At this time of the year many a library tells its readers what were the 
best books of the preceding year, and its choice would undoubtedly be 


Ff excellent were it not limited to what it has been able to purchase with 


limited funds. Sutton Coldfield has as good a choice (and production) as 
any, although among the absentees are Maxwell Anderson’s two plays, the 
Phaidon Press “ El Greco,” and Gertrude Stein’s “ Picasso.” The adoption 
of Dewey’s 800 class is, however, of great interest, plays becoming 820 and 
poetry 810 without any further division except for anthologies, which are 
distinguished by .o1: thus the “Oxford book of light verse ” is represented 
by 810. o1. 

: “ Books of to-day” is the very workmanlike production of Toronto for 
| the annual Book Fair. All the books listed were exhibited and all of them 
are in Toronto’s stock as well, so that the co-operation between publishers 
and booksellers was as complete as could be wished. Further south the 
Inter-racial Committee of the New York Library Association has published 
ten fine lists, “‘ each devoted to books in translation of one of the countries 
represented by the racial groups most prominent in New York City’s 
population.” Each list is headed with a charming woodcut, and a high 
standard of book selection and annotation is maintained throughout the set 
(which is printed by the H. W. Wilson Company). 

Another branch of Lancashire County—Kearsley—produces a very 
creditable duplicated list whose illustrations are obviously the result of 
much care. Those county branch librarians who feel at all isolated might 
well arrange some system of mutual exchange of their magazines each 
month: those I have seen so far have been full of good ideas which I am 
sure the authors would be delighted to share with other districts. 

Twickenham has had an exceedingly busy year, for Teddington, Hamp- 
ton, and Hampton Wick have all been incorporated in the one system, and 
the metamorphosis of two county branches and two municipal libraries into 
four branches has strained staff and book stock. Mitcham startles the 
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unwary reader by heading its title-page with “ Fire Brigade, Baths, anj 
Library Committee,” and he may be still more amazed by the fact that thi 
library which was opened eight years ago is already in urgent need of 
extension: so much so that three Dewey classes in the Lending Libray 
have to be stored in the gallery of the Reference Department. Displays 
are a normal feature at Mitcham but their titles seem somewhat stiff anj 
“ Books for the young adult” or “ Local government” (not to mention 
“English humour”) seem lacking in popular appeal. In addition to, 
large extension, two new branches are to be provided during the coming 
year, and Mitcham is thus one of the few libraries which have not experienced 
the municipal caution which A.R.P. and foreign events have effected 
elsewhere. 

Open access and Dacaal arrive together this time and tempt one to 
write an essay (by no means over-critical) on the editing of regional mag:- 
zines. Each of them maintains its reputation for originality and new names, 
Dacaal being especially worthy of note for its mass of material contributed 
by an area which had not a word to say for itself until three years ago, 
To tell the truth, nearly all its writers are comparative new-comers to 
Devon and Cornwall, and it is of great interest to see how the professional 
life of a county can be invigorated by a few enthusiasts. 

“sue” 


Students’ Problems: XVI 


D. H. HALLIDAY 

N the October, 1938, number, Mr. S. H. Horrocks (Paddington), com- 

| eee on the inadvisability of taking examinations before preparation 
is complete, said, “ After all, what’s the hurry ?” This has prompted an 
interesting rejoinder from Mr. R. E. Richards (Herefordshire), who writes: 
“I agree that there is good reason for refraining from sitting examina- 
tions until such a standard has been reached that passing will really mean 
something, but under the present circumstances few assistants can afford to 
wait a month longer than is necessary before passing the Intermediate 
Examination at least, if they desire to earn anything approaching an adequate 
salary. It is only in rare cases that a salary of £150 or over is offered 
without stipulating the possession of the Associateship of the Library 
Association, and if the hapless assistant is to spend his ‘ twenty or thirty 
years sitting on his heels’ in a moderate degree of comfort, he needs must 


get the Intermediate as soon as possible. 
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The Library Assistant 


“The position as regards the Final Examination is not so serious 
perhaps, but the fact remains that in order to ensure an adequate living wage, 
especially when away from home, the assistant must pass the Intermediate 
Examination at least. 

“TI consider my own position rather on the lines indicated below, and 
hope that there are many other assistants who are fortunate enough to be 
able to do likewise. 

“ At present many of us seem to be serving an unrecognized apprentice- 
ship, our parents bearing the largest part of the cost of keeping us, until, 
after perhaps several attempts, we win our way to a living wage via the 
Intermediate. This ‘ unrecognized apprenticeship’ may work reasonably 
well if an assistant has the backing of his parents, but it seems to have two 
main faults; one is that the local authority is able to keep the wages bill 
down while the apprentice receives few of the advantages usually associated 
with the class, such as responsible instruction from superiors and certain 
periods for study in addition to normal work ; the other is that the appren- 
tice, not recognizing himself as such, hastens to take his examinations before 
he has completed his apprenticeship. It is true that we pay no premium ; 
perhaps it would be better if we did, as the awareness of the local authorities 
| as to our definite need for training would then be openly acknowledged. 

'  “T suggest that it would be of considerable interest to investigate, only 
} with their co-operation of course, the financial position of a number of 
' assistants who have yet to pass the Intermediate, so that the number of 


| ‘apprentices ’ could be ascertained, and guidance and advice given to those 
- | who could afford to remain apprentices until sufficiently experienced to 


) pass the ‘Open Sesame’ examination with ease and understanding. We 
| are aware that salaries are nothing like adequate, even in the early stages, 


 f) but it would be nice to know just how bad they are, so that we should have 
_f) areal foundation for our misgivings.” 


To this, Mr. Horrocks replies: ‘‘ My phrase ‘ After all, what’s the 
) hurry ?’ has given rise to a protest. But after all, what is hurry? Undue 
5 haste, the O.E.D. tells us, and to take an examination with undue haste is 
always, in my opinion, the height of folly. Nothing will ever convince me 
otherwise. And remember that the alternative to hurry, as the tortoise will 
) tell you, is not necessarily to waste time. To allow an adequate period for 
) preparation is really a time saver and not a time waster. 

“Let us keep in mind also, Mr. Richards, our ultimate goal ; it is not 
) necessarily our present benefit. The Final is in reality quite as pressing a 
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need to the young assistant as is the Intermediate, but, contrary to Mr. 
Richards’ feelings, the passing of neither the Final nor the Intermediate is 
the ‘ open sesame ’ to a living wage ; hundreds of assistants would rise up 
and refute such a statement if it were to be made. 

“ Out of the dispute a bigger problem has arisen, and one on which I am 
entirely in agreement with Mr. Richards. Assistants who are working for 
an inadequate salary are paying a premium, a high one, but are not receiving 
the benefits accorded an apprentice or pupil, because, as Mr. Richards points 
out, the nature of their apprenticeship is not officially recognized. Official 
apprenticeship, or pupilage, is discouraged by the Library Association, and 
is a decision with which most librarians will be in agreement, but it seems 
that with the low salaries prevalent in some areas assistants unfortunately 
fall between two stools; they are apprentices without favour of benefits. 
I can put my feelings on the subject tersely as follows: (i) all assistants 
should proceed by adequate annual increments to a living wage without 
bar of examinations ; (ii) local authorities, on the parable of the talents, 
should bear the cost of such courses and examinations as the officers are 
expected to take. 

“ An enquiry into the financial position of assistants who have not yet 
passed the Intermediate is a vital suggestion, but is not extensive enough. 
To include in the enquiry those who have passed the Intermediate, and even 
Fellows below a certain age, would be, I feel, equally illuminating and 
important.” 

Further opinions and information on this theme will be welcome. 

Linnaeus and artificial classification—Mr. A. J. Walford (Lambeth) 


writes: “ In discussing natural and artificial classification, students are far | 
too prone to seize upon the Linnzan arrangement of plants by the number 7 
of stamens and pistils present as a supreme example of an artificial system. J 


I am rarely convinced that the average student is at all sure of his ground 
when he quotes glibly, often in tabular form, his AI, Al1, Alza, etc. 


“It should be remembered that Linnzus lived in an age when rapidity | 
of intercourse brought hundreds of new botanical specimens to his door | 
every week, and, in order to cope with this spate of specimens, he devised | 
a rough-and-ready system of identification whereby these acquisitions could | 
be provisionally sorted until such time as their natural affinities became |) 
clearer. Linnzus, then, realized the artificiality of his temporary system: | 


he was taking into account only a few of the marked features of plants, but 
his Index did provide a key to the name of the plant in question, and thus 
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afiorded a stepping-stone to the natural system. Linnzus himself, we are 
told on authority, claimed nothing higher for it. Not that he was content 
with his artificial index: he definitely left fragments of a natural method 
of botanical arrangement. 

“The ordinary student—who is usually no botanist—is well advised 
to turn for artificial arrangement of plants to the gardener or florist ; here 
we have practical purpose at work and the distinction between what is 
natural and what artificial in the classification of plants becomes at once 
apparent and convincing.” 

Classification decimale universelle—Students of classification, particu- 
larly those who are revising without guidance, should know that various 

‘ new facts about this scheme are available. They may be sought either in 


. |) the parts of the English translation now being published or in the chapter 


contributed by Dr. S. C. Bradford to the new (1938) edition of An Intro- 
duction to library classification, by W. C. Berwick Sayers. 


5; “eho” 
| The County Scene 
, E. J. CARNELL 
"7 SHE R—— Librarian reported that an electric lamp for the use of 
E voluntary workers had been bought out of the money collected in 
; a box placed in the Library for voluntary contributions.” This 
| deplorable incident is recorded, with no indication of wrath, regret, or 
| apology in the Annual Report, 1937-8, of one of the larger English counties. 
> Reading it was a completely disconcerting start to a search for progress 
in the pages of some county library annual reports. One must admit to 
some curiosity regarding the mode of lighting at R . If the electric 
lamp is reserved for the use of voluntary workers, what provision is made 
for the mere readers? Do they select their books by lucky dips in the dark, 
or must own candle be brought? The report throws no light upon this 
problem, so let us abandon fruitless speculation and consider the implications 
of the statement, which are serious enough. It appears that a library 
authority, responsible for the library service to more than half a million 
people, considers it no part of its duty to provide artificial light at its local 
centres, that to obtain the most necessary items of equipment it allows its 
local representatives to use the begging methods associated with charitable 
institutions, and that, far from seeing in this state of affairs any cause for 
shame, it quite unnecessarily declares it publicly. It is humiliatingly true 
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that R is not the only county library centre in Great Britain at which 
a collection box is flourished, but most counties at least have the grace to 
keep quiet about it. 

Far be it from me to suggest that reticence regarding sins of omission 
or commission is, generally speaking, a sign of grace. On the contrary, 
one would feel more optimistic about the immediate future if reports gave 





more space to the weaknesses of their services and less to the increase of J) 


999 in the issues from the Students’ Library and the opening of the new 
branch in rustic brick and light oak at Muddleton-on-Sea. It is refreshing 
to find in the Devon report the forthright statement that there are still 
118 centres receiving less than 100 books and twenty-seven centres which 
serve populations between 2,000 and 5,000 are still administered by voluntary 
helpers and are open only one evening a week. There are many other 
counties which have, proportionately, as many small centres and hopelessly 
inadequate small town services, but which make no comment upon this in 
their annual reports and propose no remedy. Though no very definite 
promise is made, one does gather from the context that in Devon these 
small centres are disapproved and that one of these days something will 
be done about it. The gravest fears for the future of these small town 
services are aroused by the list of six in which it is said that arrangements 
for fully equipped branch libraries are almost completed. These six are 
dotted, apparently aimlessly, all over the county and one cannot help suspect- 
ing that they will be staffed by unskilled labour, a quite unnecessary disaster. 

The report from one of the smallest and most sparsely populated English 
counties, Herefordshire, contains more meat and serves it up more appetis- 
ingly than any report I have seen. Anybody who is interested in rural 
libraries should write to Herefordshire for a copy. It contains far more 
material than can be summarized here. Its tonic quality is due to the fact 
that “‘ development has not necessarily been along accepted lines ; careful 
analysis of all the problems involved has been undertaken, and the value of 
all changes rigorously checked against the touchstone of results.” The 
map and description of the policy of regional branch development is 
especially interesting. Mr. Oliph Smith is not, of course, the first county 
librarian to use graphic material in his report. In the reports before me 
there are the usual photographs of “ the new van,” “ the children’s depart- 
ment in the new branch at »” and, as a change, one county produces as a 
frontispiece the reassuringly plain and pleasant features of its Chairman. 
But the Herefordshire map is one of the very few pieces of work of this 
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kind which possess both significance and relevancy. After reading Mr. 
Oliph Smith’s report it is no surprise to hear that his new regional branch 
at Bromyard is not in the style of which a description appears in a contem- 
porary about forty times a year. The Bromyard branch is in a large modern 
shop close to the market. Its windows have no backs and the whole 
interior can be seen from the street. All shelving and furniture is painted 
in primrose, picked out with green, the actual surfaces of the shelves being 
stained and varnished in a very light shade. 

Herefordshire apart, it was a mistake, perhaps, to turn to Annual 

f) Reports for material on county library achievements. A more cheerful 
picture emerges from considering those corporate activities which centre 
on the County Library Section. The Section has awakened this year to 
the possibility of activities other than the presentation of statistics. At the 
Annual Meeting a proposal of far-reacing importance, namely, the estab- 
lishment of a county library journal, was made. In spite of the circular 
from the Committee to members a few months ago, I shall be surprised 
if we have heard the last of a journal. The one paper which we had at 
the Conference set up new standards for county libraries and was the most 
challenging ever heard at a County Section meeting. Thinking of the 

) Conference and the Section, 1938 appears to be fairly important in the 
) history of county library theory and corporate activity, but it is difficult 
) to discern in county library practice during 1938 any important advance. 
In any case, we must abandon any attempt to survey the past year 
> comprehensively in order to give space to a reply to the attack made in the 
last article upon local committees. S. G. Berriman, Romford Branch, 
Essex, writes as follows : 

“The dangers of apathy, ignorance, and futility are in my, perhaps, 
happy experience rather unjust. If the committee agenda is so unattractive 
that it causes apathy, whom shall we blame? If the library service is not 
so good that at least some of the committee are not ignorant of its purpose, 
again who is to blame? As has been pointed out, the library committee 
is not the only committee to require its members’ attention, and librarians 
are probably the only people who think their work the most wonderful 
thing in the world. The feeling that ‘ the local committee regard the library 

) as a kind of foster-child’ is not, I suggest, confined to county branch 
§ libraries. Municipal librarians have had, and will continue to have, for 
) many years to fight the same atmosphere of inferiority, and I cannot see 
» why county branch librarians need throw in the towel yet !| It is satisfying 
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to write in an examination paper that the branch librarian is a member of 
the county library staff and must work for the good of the county schem 
as a whole. So he should, and duly observe in both spirit and letter the 


of the departmental head of any organization, to secure the highest standard 
of service for the branch for which he is responsible, and to do this even 
if the mention of his name at headquarters rouses a universal staff groan, 
tinged, we hope, with respect, if not admiration, for this monster who 
devours so much stock. 

“ The suggestion that reports are often unread by committee members 
is, of course, true, but does it not apply to any committee and does not 
every local government chief have to guide the committee through his 
report and the necessary action thereon ? 

“T shall be in a very small minority when I defend differential rating, 
Flat rating presumes a live county committee able to hold its own with 
other county committees, and I suggest that often the local committee is 
far more interested in its library service than are those charming ladies and 
gentlemen on the parent committee who so often live far from the branch 
areas and so know little of their development. I appreciate that my remarks 
apply particularly to rapidly growing extra-city districts, but my own loca 
committee have just approved the doubling of the local rate, which extra 
three-farthings will enable us to have six libraries available at the end of 
the coming financial year. Could a hard-pressed county committee have 
afforded such progress ? 

“Your correspondent defies ‘ any branch librarian . . . to name any 
simple task that could not be done . . . without the help of the committee. 


suggested it, to do? I don’t want the committee to do my work for me, 
but neither do I want, even if indirectly, the responsibility for something 
which was ill-considered. Before a suggestion goes before a committee, 
it must be criticism-proof, and this ‘ trial-by-jury ’ procedure is surely the 
most valuable feature of any public committee. If members are foolish, 
it is not so much their fault as that of the social system which makes them. 

“ Another comment—if county branch librarians, working on usually 
fresh ground and with new readers, find it difficult to produce agendas, 
they appear to have derived little benefit from their professional studies. 

“T read with horror that ‘an enthusiastic chairman can be of very 
great assistance, but even this can be harmful, because the librarian might 
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come to have no reliance on his own initiative’! Are we men of straw, 
unable either to hold our own or to appreciate the value, often good, of a 
layman’s point of view ? 

“ All must agree that the local committee must have no powers but 
that of recommending, but I fail to see why this should be taken away also. 
It seems but elementary courtesy to let them at least consider the policy 
advocated by the branch librarian upon the approval of the county librarian. 
Our members have a knowledge of local circumstances and persons which 
can wield a great influence on the attitude of the local people. Committee 
members and their friends can become an important group of ‘ friends of the 
libraries,’ and their influence in spreading the good reputation of the service 
will be of great assistance in the not very distant days when all county finance 
committees will be forced to do something in answer to the growing cry 
for local government economy. We are not a compulsory service, and shall 
need all the friends we can get. This could not be achieved by the ‘ isolation ’ 
policy so one-sidedly advocated, and which savours of bureaucracy. 

“A further advantage is that in some cases the local committee can 
furnish very useful ammunition to the county librarian in any fight for 


| improved facilities in the shape of local complaints and comments. 


“A final word on the position of the branch librarian. The basic 


) difference between a county and any group of municipal libraries is that 


the book-service is centralized, or should be. If the county branch librarian 
has the duty of selecting and maintaining his local stock, then there should 
be little difference between his work and that of his municipal colleague 


| over the boundary. He should, therefore, have the same opportunities of 


planning all necessary facilities and of making local contacts in order to 
promote the work of his branch, and not be reduced to the position of a 
mere deck-hand. With such an aim in view his committee should be both 
ahelp and a challenge. Dare I suggest that, as in other local government 
departments, it is not the chief officer’s job to be everywhere at once, but 
rather to initiate policy generally and leave its execution in detail to his 
subordinates ? 

“ T hope that these remarks will be interpreted as a wish to see the county 
library service organized on such a basis that local feeling does have a fair 
chance, and is not sacrificed to the wish for a super-efficient organization. 
Our job is not laying roads at so much a square yard, but is to provide a 
book service which reflects the better local characteristics. Surely local 
representatives cannot be ignored.” 
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I am immensely pleased to get this very able statement in defence of 
local committees, and I am quite unconvinced by it. The weakness of 
Mr. Berriman’s case, it seems to me, is in his own statement that it is the 
committee’s task to approve policy, and the librarian’s task to carry it out 


Yes, that is the Committee’s task, the County Committee, not any /oca § 


Committee. Library policy should be in the hands of the Committee of 
the library authority. Confusion, waste, and tension must result from any 
meddling by local committees with policy. If they agree with the policy 
of the central Committee, their discussions and approval have got nobody 
any further and have wasted much time and stationery. If they disagree, 
either they are infuriated by having their suggestions ignored, or the 
County Librarian is faced by the appalling task of carrying out a dozen 
different policies in different parts of his area. The policy of the library 
service should be determined by the committee of the authority, its organiza- 
tion and tone is the business of the county librarian, branch librarians 
should be and are quite capable, under the supervision of the county 
librarian, of dealing with local administrative problems and details. There 


is no real reason why a local committee should exist for every county f 


branch library any more than for every municipal branch library. 

Mr. Berriman’s remarks upon the position of the branch librarian and 
his relation with headquarters open up interesting trains of thought which 
may be followed in a later article. Space forbids further discussion, but 
I cannot resist saying that it seems to me undesirable to meditate upon, 
and most unwise to ascertain, the reactions, if any, produced by the mention 
of one’s own name at headquarters. 

I shall be glad to hear what other people think of Mr. Berriman’s case 
and any other matter which has cropped up in these pages. Next time 
I hope to give a contribution from W. J. Plumbe, Durham, on branch 
services, which deals, among other things, with the supply of mediocre 
fiction. I hope that this will stimulate a widespread discussion. 


The Divisions 


SOUTH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE 
N January we held a joint meeting with the Welsh Branch of the Library 
[== at Llanelly, and heard papers on local collections, publicity 
and public relations, and a plea for a greater awareness of where we are 
heading in art and architecture. 
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This month we had at Cardiff a symposium of readers’ views on libraries 
and library service—which ranged from criticism of the number of stools 
in lending libraries, to a request for a more active participation on the part 
of librarians in the promotion of Welsh language and culture. 

In the afternoon members visited Cardiff Castle. 

Mr. Harry Farr will address us on “ Bibliography and documentation ” 
at Barry next month. 


DEVON AND CORNWALL 


The Annual General Meeting of the Division was held at the Central 
Library, Plymouth, on 25th January, 1939. The Hon. Secretary, in 
presenting the Annual Report, gave a résumé of the year’s activities, noting 
particularly an increased membership, the completion of Volume One of the 
divisional publication, Dacaal, and the fact that it was now financially 
self-supporting, and the progress in the compilation of a union catalogue of 
library text-books for the area and the launching of an inter-loan scheme. 

Officers and Committee for 1939 were then announced : 

Chairman : Mr. I. W. J. Snook (Devon County). 

Vice-Chairman : Rev. Dom Mark Strahl, O.S.B. (Buckfast Abbey). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer : Mr. H. R. J. Boulter (Paignton). 

Committee: The Misses D. Drake, L. Gurley, M. Martin, and M. 
Singlez; Messrs. J. S. Bristow, J. E. G. Burrington, W. Best Harris, 


| C. W. T. Huddy, C. J. Langman. 


At the conclusion of the Business Meeting, an informal discussion took 
place on the subject of branch library policy, this having been arranged at 
the last minute owing to the fact that the guest speaker for the evening had 
been delayed through prevailing weather conditions. The nucleus for the 
discussion was the paper “A Plea for small libraries,” by Mr. W. Best 
Harris (Plymouth). Considerable divergence of opinion was exhibited in 
the remarks which followed, and the discussion continued until the arrival 
of Mr. F. Seymour Smith, F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Finchley Public 
Libraries, the title of whose address had been announced as “‘ What is wrong 
with the library world: attack, defence, and points for discussion.” 

Mr. Seymour Smith attacked certain confusions in public library policy, 
the lack of appreciation of changing conditions, conflicting schemes of 
book selection, and the fallacy of representative statistics. Valuable contri- 
butions to the ensuing discussion were made by Mr. H. G. Mason, J.P., 
Chairman of the Plymouth Public Libraries Committee, and Mr. F. C. P. 
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Cole, City Librarian of Plymouth. The Meeting concluded with a vote 
of thanks to Mr. Seymour Smith for his kindness in coming from London 
to address the Division. 

Announcement.—Subscriptions for 1939 in respect of the Divisiond 
publication, Dacaal (published quarterly), should be forwarded x 
once to Mr. H. R. J. Boulter, Paignton Branch Library. The subscription 
for the year’s issues is 1s. 8d., post free. 


of nea 


NORTH-EASTERN 


The Annual Meeting of the Division was held at Tynemouth op 
Wednesday, 1st February. About fifty members attended and a vey 
pleasant afternoon was spent in visiting the Sir James Knott Youth Centre, 
Tea was served in the Corporation Tea-room and was kindly provided by 
the Tynemouth Borough Librarian and Staff. 

In the evening the Business Meeting was held in the Council Chamber, 
Town Hall, Mr. W. M. Martin presiding at the outset. Messt 

After the Minutes of the previous Annual Meeting had been confirmed, fford), 
the Honorary Secretary read out the Declaration of the Scrutineers on the J 
Result of the Election of Officers and Committee for 1939, and the new 
Chairman, Mr. R. Muris, took the Chair. 

Mr. Muris, after returning thanks for his election and paying a tribute J 
to Mr. Martin and the other Officers and members of Committee, stated 
that instead of delivering an Address he proposed to allocate this time to Pelose 
a general discussion on the kind of meeting which the members wanted. PMr. 
A lively discussion ensued and a number of interesting suggestions were FJ 
forthcoming. for t 

The election of other Officers and representatives resulted as follows: 
Divisional Representative: Mr. G. S. D. Lindsay ; Delegate to attend the 
Annual Meeting of the A.A.L.: Mr. R. Muris; Honorary Auditors: 
Messrs. James Crawley and A. D. Raine, F.C.LS. 

The meeting closed at 8 p.m. with a vote of thanks to the Chairman Bwere 
for presiding. ] 

YORKSHIRE 

The Annual Meeting of the Division was held at Dewsbury on the 
18th January. During the afternoon eighty members had the pleasure 
of visiting Thornhill Power Station by kind permission of the Yorkshire Pistra 
Electric Power Company. This power station, which is one of the 
Yorkshire electricity power plants supplying electricity over an ares’ Ex 
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of nearly 3,000 square miles, has recently been extended, and is one of 

he most up-to-date power stations in the North of England. After 

specting the various departments members were entertained to afternoon 

Before leaving, Mr. Gillett proposed, and Mr. Procter seconded, a 

arty vote of thanks to the Directors of the Yorkshire Power Co., and to 

{r. Wells, sales manager, for the privilege of the visit, and for the hospitality 
hich the members received. 

At the Annual Business Meeting the annual report and accounts were 
dopted, and the election of Officers and Committee for 1939 resulted as 
follows : 

Chairman : R. F. Drewery (Hull). 

Vice-Chairman : R. C. Sayell (Wakefield). 

Hon. Secretary : H. Bateson (Leeds). 

Hon. Treasurer : W. Procter (Leeds). 

Committee : Misses Johnson (Bradford), and Wragg (West Riding), 
essrs. Bebbington (Leeds), Bennett (Huddersfield), Bickerton (Castle- 
ord), Firth (Sheffield), German (York), Gillett (Leeds), Haigh (Halifax), 
argreaves (Leeds), Howarth (Scarborough), Hutchings (Sheffield), Kirk- 
patrick (Bradford), Marr (Sheffield), Tagg (Dewsbury), and Walker (Leeds). 


Hon. Auditors : Messrs. Thompson and Trowsdale (Leeds). 

The Chairman then called upon Mr. F. W. Smith, F.L.A., Librarian of 
Dewsbury, to give an address on “ New libraries for old.” The meeting 
sed with a vote of thanks to the speaker for his able address, moved by 

. Marr and seconded by Mr. Bebbington. Thanks were also accorded 
0 the Dewsbury Libraries Committee for hospitality, and to Mr. Smith 
lor the excellent arrangements for the meeting. 


EAST MIDLAND 

The Second Annual General Meeting of the Division was held in 
Nottingham on Thursday, 19th January, at which forty-nine members 
were present. 

The Business Meeting was held at Aspley Branch Library, a new 
building which was examined with interest by those who had not seen it 
fore, and after the Business Meeting the Chairman (Mr. H. Jolliffe, 
Leicester City Libraries) gave an interesting addreqa-escribing the admin- 
tration and scope of commercial and technical libraries. This was followed 
by a paper from Miss C. L. Wright (Leicester City Libraries) entitled 
‘Examinations ! A challenge to the grumblers.” Miss Wright’s paper 
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was indeed a challenge, and an extremely lively discussion followed. This 
ing out of the discussion, it was proposed by Mr. Enser (Nottingham) alfesker, 
seconded by Mr. Green (Leicester) that the Committee should enquire ig 
the question of rental of text-books, or of re-selling them after use, in ort, 
to reduce students’ expenses. The proposal was carried by a large majority. the 

At 4.45 p.m. members left Aspley Branch Library for Universit Th 
College, where they were entertained to tea by Principal H. A. S. Wort dopte 
who, unfortunately, was not able to be present. After tea, Mr. G. Higirovisi 
Flack, Librarian of University College, gave a short address on the histoy 
of the College and the forming of the Library, and conducted the membs 
round the building. Much time was spent in the Library, the arrangeme 
of which was of considerable interest to those not familiar with the practic 
application of the Library of Congress scheme of classification. 

Sincere thanks were expressed to Principal Wortley and to Mr. Dunes 
Gray, City Librarian of Nottingham, for their kind hospitality, and to ty 
speakers for their excellent papers. 
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1. ¢ 


JOINT ANNUAL MEETINGS OF KENT DIVISION AAl 
AND THE KENT SUB-BRANCH OF THE L.A. 

The Annual Meetings of these two bodies were held jointly in th 
Bentlif Art Gallery, Maidstone Public Library, on Wednesday, lf 
January, by kind permission of the Bentlif Trustees. : 

The Sub-Branch annual meeting adopted the Annual Report anil 
received the results of the election of Officers and Committee, which wef 
as follows : 

Chairman : R. Howarth (Folkestone). 

Vice-Chairman: ]. L. Wilson (Beckenham). 

Secretary-Treasurer : E. Wisker (Gillingham). 

Committee : Messrs. S. W. Anderson (Beckenham), F. S. Green (Keni 
County, Headquarters) ; Miss M. L. Jackson (Gillingham) ; Messrs. F. Ag 
Sharr (Orpington), S. F. Symms (Chislehurst); Miss H. E. Woolcoc 
(Tunbridge Wells). 

After this meeting, Mr. E. A. Bunyard, Chairman of the Maidston 
Library Committee, took the Chair, and Mr. Stanley Snaith, Deputy§ 
Librarian, Bethnal Green, gave an amusing and stimulating talk on “ Book 
and the barker.” He considered the recent developments in publisher’ ]) 
advertising and their effects on standards in reading, and strengthened his}, 
arguments with many examples and devastating comments. His audience) 
responded with questions and lively discussion. ‘ 
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The Library Assistant 


This part of the proceedings concluded with votes of thanks to the 
yaker, to the Bentlif Trustees for so graciously allowing the meeting to be 
eld in the Art Gallery, to Mr. E. A. Bunyard for taking the Chair, to Mr. 

J. Golding (the Librarian and Curator) for making the arrangements 
mr the meeting, and to Alderman Day for so kindly providing tea. 

i The Divisional Annual Meeting followed. The Annual Report was 
(opted, and the Committee were instructed to pursue the question of the 


 Eig@rovision of an examination centre in Kent. The following Officers and 


ommittee were declared elected : 

Chairman: Miss A. Pickles, F.L.A. (Orpington). 

Vice-Chairman : F. A. Sharr, B.A. (Petts Wood). 

Hon. Secretary-Treasurer : J. E. V. Birch, A.L.A. (Folkestone). 

Committee (General'Members) : E. Wisker, F.L.A. (Gillingham), W. A. 
unford, B.Sc., F.L.A. (Dover), Miss I. F. Jackson, F.L.A. (Deal), Miss 
BD. M. Holmwood (K.C.L.), P. M. de Paris (Tonbridge), F. S. Green, B.A., 
L.A. (Kent County). 

Committee (Regional Representatives): C.—Miss L. V. Paulin (Kent 
ounty); S.-E.—Miss I. B. Grant (Folkestone); W.—A. W. McClellan 
Penge); N.-W.—Miss L. M. Davies (Gillingham) ; S.-W.—S. C. Waters 
Orpington) ; N.-E.—L. W. Bacon (Margate). 
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